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<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"3\">It speaks volumes for the self-control and mod- <BR>eration of the two parties that no hostile encounter<BR>had occurred between the contestants. When the<BR>armed Missourians came in March, 1855, the un- <BR>armed settlers offered no resistance. Afterward,<BR>however, they supplied themselves with Sharp's<BR>rifles and organized a militia. With the advent of<BR>Governor Shannon in September, 1855, the pro-<BR>slavery position was much strengthened. In No- <BR>vember, in a quarrel over a land claim, a free-state<BR>settler by the name of Dow was killed. The mur- <BR>derer escaped, but a friend of the victim was ac- <BR>cused of uttering threats against a friend of the<BR>murderer. For this offense a posse led by Sheriff<BR>Jones, a Missourian, seized him, and would have<BR>carried him away if fourteen free-state men had not<BR>\"persuaded\" the Sheriff to surrender his prisoner,<BR>This interference was accepted by the Missouri- <BR>ans as a signal for battle. The rescuers must be<BR>arrested and punished. A large force of infuriated<BR>Missourians and pro-slavery settlers assembled for<BR>a raid upon the town of Lawrence. In the mean- <BR>time the Lawrence militia planned and executed a<BR>systematic defense of the town. When the two<BR>armies came within speaking distance, a parley<BR>ensued in which the Governor took a leading part</FONT><BR>\
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<SPAN class=font0 style=\" line-height:15.0pt;\">It speaks volumes for the self-control and mod- <BR>eration of the two parties that no hostile encounter<BR>had occurred between the contestants. When the<BR>armed Missourians came in March, 1855, the un- <BR>armed settlers offered no resistance. Afterward,<BR>however, they supplied themselves with Sharp's<BR>rifles and organized a militia. With the advent of<BR>Governor Shannon in September, 1855, the pro-<BR>slavery position was much strengthened. In No- <BR>vember, in a quarrel over a land claim, a free-state<BR>settler by the name of Dow was killed. The mur- <BR>derer escaped, but a friend of the victim was ac- <BR>cused of uttering threats against a friend of the<BR>murderer. For this offense a posse led by Sheriff<BR>Jones, a Missourian, seized him, and would have<BR>carried him away if fourteen free-state men had not<BR>\"persuaded\" the Sheriff to surrender his prisoner,<BR>This interference was accepted by the Missouri- <BR>ans as a signal for battle. The rescuers must be<BR>arrested and punished. A large force of infuriated<BR>Missourians and pro-slavery settlers assembled for<BR>a raid upon the town of Lawrence. In the mean- <BR>time the Lawrence militia planned and executed a<BR>systematic defense of the town. When the two<BR>armies came within speaking distance, a parley<BR>ensued in which the Governor took a leading part</SPAN><BR>\
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